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Accessing relevant information –
spatial information visualization?
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How might spatial information visualizations support to arouse your curiosity 
and to provide a new perspective on spatially relevant topics?
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Spatial information visualization @UZH
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Online digital text archives
(e.g., Google Books)

How to access interesting information about space, time, and theme?
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Visual and interactive access
overall structures and interconnections

Common web 
search engine

?



Historical Dictionary of Switzerland

–Typical humanities’ digital text archive
–Semi-structured (i.e., text & metadata)
–36,188 articles (German version)

7

https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/

69.6%

14.8%

8.5%
7.1%

HDS article categories 

Biographies

Geographical entities

Thematic contributions

Families
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Spatial information
Temporal information

Zur Gilgen, Aurel
17.12.1688 Luzern, 19.9.1759 Luzern, kath., von Luzern. Sohn 
des Johann Jakob, Kleinrats, und der Katharina von Fleckenstein. 
Enkel des Aurel, Neffe des Bonifaz. ∞ Maria Ursula Amrhyn, 
Tochter des Jost, Grossrats. 1710-16 Luzerner Grossrat, 
1716-59 Kleinrat, 1748-58 Seckelmeister, 1753-59 Schultheiss im 
zweijährigen Turnus. 1717-19 Landvogt im Entlebuch, 1722-24 in 
Lugano, 1727-31 in Willisau und 1743-45 in Beromünster; Venner
und Statthalter. Ab 1721 Gesandter zu mehreren eidg. 
Jahrrechnungen und Tagsatzungen. 1741 und 1748 Rat des Bf. 
von Basel. Im Udligenswilerhandel 1725 gehörte Z. zur 
antiklerikalen Partei.

https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/textes/d/D14129.php
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Findings and further information

• Main findings
–(Spatial) access to large digital text archives is facilitated through spatial 

information analysis and visualization. 
–Historians’ curiosity was aroused, unexpected and new insights were gained 

by providing a new/unknown perspective to a digital text data archive. 

• Further information
–Website: https://www.geo.uzh.ch/~abruggma/ortsverbindungen.html
–Dissertation: https://doi.org/10.5167/uzh-148756
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Location Intelligence @Crosswind



Where will an automobile manufacturers’ ideal point-of-sale locations in 
Switzerland be, assuming that only electric cars will be sold from now on?

?



strong

weak
medium

Public financial support

Support by cities/ 
municipalities

City/municipality
8.7%

3%
5.2%

Electric vehicle market share
Observation period: January to June 2020

Visualizing relevant spatial data

high

low

Motorized private 
transport share



Potential depends on:
• inhabitants, commuters, cars sold in the past, 

target group definition
• public support, electric vehicle market share, 

motorized private transport share

Medium potential

High potential

Low potential

Current location
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Facilitate decisions: spatial information visualization



Findings and further information

• Main findings
–Analyzing (spatial) business data, combined with other geodata, supports 

customers in various decision processes about space. 
–Providing a spatial perspective on business data can arouse the curiosity of 

customers as new insights might be gained due to a new/unknown perspective. 

• Further information: please contact me (andre.bruggmann@crosswind.ch)
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Conclusions



Use spatial information 
visualizations to 

arouse curiosity and to 
support decision making!



André Bruggmann
Crosswind GmbH – www.crosswind.ch
andre.bruggmann@crosswind.ch


